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Synopsis

"Speak softly and carry a big stick" Theodore Roosevelt famously said in 1901, when the United
States was emerging as a great power. It was the right sentiment, perhaps, in an age of imperial
rivalry but today many Americans doubt the utility of their global military presence, thinking it
outdated, unnecessary or even dangerous.In The Big Stick, Eliot A. Cohen-a scholar and
practitioner of international relations-disagrees. He argues that hard power remains essential for
American foreign policy. While acknowledging that the US must be careful about why, when, and
how it uses force, he insists that its international role is as critical as ever, and armed force is vital to
that role. Cohen explains that American leaders must learn to use hard power in new ways and for
new circumstances. The rise of a well-armed China, Russia’s conquest of Crimea and eastern
Ukraine, nuclear threats from North Korea and Iran, and the spread of radical Islamist movements
like ISIS are some of the key threats to global peace. If the United States relinquishes its position as
a strong but prudent military power, and fails to accept its role as the guardian of a stable world
order we run the risk of unleashing disorder, violence and tyranny on a scale not seen since the

1930s. The US is still, as Madeleine Albright once dubbed it, "the indispensable nation."
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Customer Reviews

Kori Schake, Foreign Affairs"Insightful."Walter Russell Mead, The Wall Street Journal"A balanced

and sensitive analysis of America’s military record since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001...Mr. Cohen’s



lucid book is a must-read for anyone interested in military might - and how it can help us maintain
the edge we need in this treacherous age."Jennifer Senior, The New York Times"Even if you
disagree with Mr. Cohen... it's easy to spend time in his company. He writes thoughtfully,
methodically, with unfussy erudition... an unfashionable, unabashed and - above all - unwavering
case for the use of force in the service of American security and ideals."John Hillen, War on the
Rocks"When one looks at the world as it is rather than how one may want it to be...Cohen’s
prescriptions make sense... | hope the valuable strategic analysis in this book will be taken up by
the new administration."Brian Stewart, National Review"A bracing argument that restores this
woefully neglected element of statecraft to its proper position as 'the last argument of kings - or
presidents."Mackubin Thomas Owens, The Weekly Standard"An excellent response to what can
only be called strategic happy talk...an immensely useful assessment of military power and why it
remains necessary"Rosa Brooks, The Washington Post"A vision of American power that's been
largely stripped of illusion...a thoughtful and erudite book...To those who ask, 'Why the United
States? Cohen offers an implicit challenge: Who else?"Henrik Bering, The New
Criterion"Timely."General (Ret.) David Petraeus, commander of the Surges in Iraq and Afghanistan,
subsequently Director of the CIA, and now Chairman of the KKR Global Institute"A brilliant, timely,
hugely important, and very well-reasoned book that considers the past fifteen years of war,
examines contemporary challenges, and makes a compelling case for American leadership in the
world, albeit leadership exercised prudently and thoughtfully, and in a manner that is sustainable.
The guidelines Eliot Cohen proposes for the use of force are particularly valuable as America
prepares to transition to a new administration."Michael Chertoff, former US Secretary of Homeland
Security"At a time when threats to global peace and order are multiplying, Professor Cohen lays out
a clear, balanced vision for the critical role American military power and leadership must take in
securing our world. Vital reading as a new US Administration prepares to take power."Professor
Andrew Roberts, author of Masters and Commanders: How Roosevelt, Churchill, Marshall and
Alanbrooke Won the War in the West"Any number of commentators on grand strategy are intelligent
and well-informed, but Eliot Cohen is also brave and wise. Brave in unapologetically taking on the
new consensus that lauds soft power over hard and trumpets neo-isolationism for the United States;
wise in his analysis of what America can and must do to stay as the Top Dog world power in the
21st century. Refreshingly iconoclastic in his opinions and impeccably scholarly in his overview of
American military policy from Teddy Roosevelt through to Barack Obama, this is the most eloquent
defense of the continued necessity of American hard power you're ever likely to need."Ambassador

William J. Burns, President, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and former Deputy



Secretary of State"An eloquent argument for hard power’s enduring importance in an age of global
disorder and domestic diffidence. Drawing on his superb grasp of history, Eliot Cohen describes in
clear and compelling detail how military force and strategy can help enable effective American
diplomacy and global leadership in the 21st century."Eric Edelman, former Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy, 2005-2009"A century before Barack Obama, the Nobel Peace Prize was
awarded to President Theodore Roosevelt for his role in ending the Russo-Japanese War.
Roosevelt’'s watchword for diplomacy was "speak softly and carry a big stick." Eliot Cohen has now
presented the most compelling case yet for why the "big stick" remains as essential for managing
the national security challenges of the 21st Century as it was one hundred years ago. This elegantly
argued and persuasive book will be essential reading for the new President’s foreign and security
policy team as they tackle their new responsibilities."Peter Mansoor, General Raymond E. Mason
Jr. Chair of Military History, The Ohio State University"To a people increasingly enamored with soft
power and tiring of their role as "the indispensable nation," Eliot Cohen makes a cogent argument
for the use of military force in American foreign policy. The Big Stick is the antidote to the siren song
of neo-isolationism as well as to the argument that history-and warfare-have ended."Professor Philip
Zelikow, director of the Miller Center of Public Affairs, University of Virginia"Wither America’s
military? In a world of disorder and plenty of disillusion from recent wars, the question could hardly
be more timely. Eliot A. Cohen has written a remarkably sensible and balanced guide. Yes, he
makes the case for American military power in this uncertain world. But his advice is historically
grounded and honest about American weaknesses as well as the strengths. In the spirit of
Theodore Roosevelt, Cohen urges preparedness, not belligerence. His analysis is not deformed by

partisanship and his prose is a pleasure to read."

Eliot A. Cohen is the Robert E. Osgood Professor of Strategic Studies at Johns Hopkins University’s
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). The prize-winning author of several books,

including Conquered into Liberty, Cohen lives in the Washington, DC area.

This book is the best I've read on US national strategy since 9/11--actually since decades earlier.
Dr. Cohen is particularly good in avoiding the twin traps of saying the sky is falling for US national
security or, conversely, arguing that we’re in great shape and we have little or nothing to fear. He’s
scrupulous about noting how the glass is half empty and half full. The Big Stick also is set at just the
right level of generalization and specificity. Dr. Cohen analyzes broad trends well, while using

enough but not too many specific examples to support his views. A must for anyone in and out of



uniform dealing with issues of national defense and foreign policy.

Eliot Cohen deservedly stands tall among AmericaAfA¢A & -A a,¢s strategic thinkers, and
whether you are an experienced national security practitioner or an informed citizen, this elegantly
written new book needs to be read and taken seriously. Like Supreme Command, his 2002 study of
leadership in wartime, The Big Stick is both digestible and filled with distilled wisdom. The title
carries the spirit of Teddy Roosevelt, taken from the enlightened proverb, AfA¢A a -A A“Speak
softly and carry a big stick; you will go far. AfA¢A a4 -A A-But the bookAfA¢A & -A &,¢s herois
Winston Churchill, whose indomitable will and faith in BritainAfA¢A a4 -A a,¢s alliance with the
United States produced victory in World War Il, which in turn created the enduring architecture of
the world we live in today.Cohen is not making an argument in favor of war, but rather for

AfA¢A a -A A“peace through strength.AfA¢A & -A A<His message is that in order for the United
States to exist as a nation of ideas and a global leader, hard power is the necessary complement to
soft power. A strong national defense is all the more important today as threats have multiplied and
international competition has become more serious than at any time since the Cold War ended
more than two decades ago. Cohen walks us through the ways in which the U.S. Armed Forces
remain indispensable to responding to ChinaAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s rising power, combating Jihadi
terrorism, dealing with adversaries such as Russia, and protecting the global commons. He leavens
but does not overburden the chapters with the lessons of history, including observations on errors in
the recent wars in Iragq and Afghanistan. He counsels that it is prudent to afford the cost of strong
national defense AfA¢A & -A a ce on the order of 4% of GDP AfA¢A a -A & ce both to deter war
and to be prepared for those that inevitably will occur. The alternative of failing to stand up to these

national security challenges is far worse.

Robert Goldich’s review sets out all of the fine qualities of this book. Professor Cohen published it at
a time to coincide with a new presidency. It seems unlikely that he anticipated that it would be a
President Trump. It is unlikely that Trump will read this book as George W Bush did a previous one
when he was coming into office. Hopefully other top members of the administration will.My only
doubt concerning the contents concerns the notion that we can continue to project power into the
western Pacific with aircraft carriers that are now probably totally obsolete because of China’s long
range missile capacity. As Cohen notes, substituting the F-35 for current aircraft only shortens the
range of their action. The United States Navy seems to be the large elephant in the room that

everyone fears angering. Thus no one will point out the obvious fact that the entire surface fleet has



been obsolete since 1982.

This book does not discuss in any detail specific weapons systems, which is appropriate. Rather, it
gives a general treatment of recent (post-WW Il and particularly post-Cold War) American military
history in order to illustrate the institutional strengths and weaknesses of the US armed forces. Of
equal importance, it addresses national strategy and the shortcomings of other means of influence
("soft power") in the absence of adequate military power and the perceived willingness to use it if

necessary.

Clear thinking and well written. Given the current status in North Korea, I'd like to see Professor

Cohen advising to the current powers.

This is a must read. Level headed analysis not clouded by politics.

A brilliant book that explains the national interests of the USA and that country’s role in the current

world.

Refreshing assessment of the country’s social, cultural and military heritage, past mistakes and

suggested path forward.
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